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UPDATE ON GOVERNMENT FUNDING TO SUPPORT 
HOMELESSNESS 

 

 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 The Government provides various grants to local authorities and private 
organisations, to assist in the prevention and relief of homelessness. This report 
provides an update on recent government funding for homelessness projects, 
specifically for Dartford. 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That the Strategic Housing Board notes the report.  

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
Grants for Homelessness 
 

3.1 On 2nd January 2020, the Government announced the new funding streams for 
homelessness services for the coming financial year. Dartford has been granted 
£362,679 for the Flexible Homeless Support Grant (FHSG) and £137,140 for the 
Homelessness Reduction Grant (they previously called this New Burdens 
funding) and will receive an additional £106K for the Homeless Prevention 
Grant.  
 

3.2 The Homeless Prevention Grant is used for a wide range of initiatives to help 
prevent homelessness including provision of a crash pad bed for homeless 16/17 
year olds in the YMCA, funding for domestic abuse specialist support providers, 
paying off rent arrears for vulnerable households and travel costs to new 
accommodation.  

 
3.3 The FHSG gives Councils greater flexibility to prioritise homelessness prevention 

rather than the previous temporary accommodation management fee that could 
only be used for households that were already homeless. The Council uses this 
funding for the provision of temporary accommodation and for the Dartford Private 
Sector Leasing Scheme (DPLS). 

 
3.4 The new Homelessness Reduction Grant includes new funding for Private Rental 

Access Schemes. Dartford was successful in securing funding in 2018 to set up 
a new initiative to spearhead access to transitional insurances to encourage 
private landlords to work with homeless clients. The Council received funding for 
300 insurance products and since September 2019, 60 have been used; with the 
scheme continuing to grow through the work of the new post of Landlord Liaison 
Officer.  The Homelessness Reduction Grant includes funding for the Private 
Rented Sector Access Scheme; enabling the project to continue for at least 
another year. 
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Rough Sleeper Initiative 

3.5 In 2018, the Government announced that funding was being made available to 
reduce rough sleeping. In May 2019 the Council submitted a joint bid to 
government, with Gravesham and Swale Borough Council, for Rapid Rehousing 
Pathway funding to assist in combatting rough sleeping in North Kent. The bid 
was successful and the Council was awarded £103,000 in June 2019 to jointly 
deliver a project that would reduce overall numbers across the three authorities.  

3.6 The funding bid was made in conjunction with Look Ahead (supported people 
provider to KCC) and Porchlight who have specialised for years in supporting 
single homeless people.  

 
3.7 The funding was to be used to help rough sleepers’ access intensive 

accommodation over the winter months, and beyond, to assist in supporting 
eligible persons into permanent accommodation and to put in place a support 
system to help them maintain a tenancy. Support is seen as key to a person’s 
stability and for better outcomes longer term as rough sleepers often lead chaotic 
lives with a high number having alcohol and substance misuse issues. 

 
3.8 Look Ahead struggled to recruit a supported lettings officer and did not have 

anyone in post until November 2019. Porchlight were in a better position to start 
their complex needs navigator role immediately as they already had an officer in 
place. The result of the slow mobilisation of the Look Ahead scheme has caused 
a £45K underspend in the fund. Therefore, in December 2019, when the Rough 
Sleeper Initiative bids were invited once more, the Council put together a bid to 
continue the navigator role in Porchlight but to work towards bringing the complex 
needs and supported housing role back in-house. This will allow Officers to 
intensively support people, that have been rough sleeping, into accommodation 
and continue to support them beyond this to stop the revolving door aspect for 
those that have particularly complex vulnerabilities.  
 

3.9 The joint North Kent project was ambitious in terms of delivering an intensive 
service across such a large geographical area. Gravesham and Swale are now 
also focusing on delivering their own services and the additional funding that the 
Council has bid for will be for Dartford clients only.  The results of the bid will be 
announced in the next few weeks. 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 

4.1 To support the Council’s overall vision to make Dartford ‘the place of quality and 
choice, a place where people choose to live, work and enjoy their leisure time. 

4.2 To support the strategic aim to facilitate quality, choice and diversity in the 
housing market, assist in meeting housing need in Dartford and deliver high 
quality services to service users; and to create strong and self-reliant 
communities.  
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5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 

 

Financial Implications None 

Legal Implications None 

 

Staffing Implications None 

Administrative Implications None  

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 

 

  
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 

 
Not applicable.   
 

7. Appendices 
 
None 
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